FORM B — BUILDING 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 

220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 


Photograph 


a 
oe 


View from NE. 


Locus Map (north at top) 


SC mw I¥\, 


Source: Mass GIS Oliver Parcel Viewer 


Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 


Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 


Assessor’s Number USGS Quad = Area(s) ~=Form Number 


15-101 ORLEANS EAS.26 


Town/City: § Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Eastham Center 


Address: 2165 State Highway 
Historic Name: Herbert L. & Carrie K. Knowles House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 

Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: 1894 
Source: deeds, historic newspapers 
Style/Form: Queen Anne/end house 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Barn 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Window added front facade 
Shed dormer added south side 


Condition: good 


Moved: no] ~~ yesL] Date: 


Acreage: 3.548 


Setting: The house and associated buildings are situated 
on the State Highway amid dense roadside development 
comprised of historic properties and more recent summer 
cottages. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Herbert L. & Carrie K. Knowles House, built in 1894, is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling of the end house type 
with a front-gable fagade containing a hooded entrance and bay window on the first story and two windows in the upper-story 
gable, one of which was added at a later date. Both the entrance hood and the bay window have hipped roofs; the door hood is 
mounted on massive scrolled brackets. Shingles in the apex of the gable are arranged in a lozenge pattern. The steep gable roof 
has deep eaves and modest vergeboards. The north side of the house has a cross-gable bay at the back with a featureless wall 
in front corresponding to a staircase inside the entrance; with a small window at eave level illuminating a landing. The cross- 
gable bay contains single windows centered on each story and first story windows on the sides. The south side of the house 
contains a single window in the front and a bay window, resembling that on the front, in the rear. A shed dormer with two 
windows is centered in the roof. A story-and-a-half kitchen wing is connected to the rear, and a one-story extension is attached 
to that. A detached, story-and-a-half wood frame domestic barn is located southwest of the house. It has a hanging-track wagon 
door offset by a single window on the ground floor and a window centered in the gable that likely replaced a mow door. 


The house, barn, sheds and a landscaped setting occupy the highway frontage of a three-and-a-half-acre lot of unusual 
dimensions. The result of a 1971 subdivision, an approximately two-acre parcel fronts on the highway and is linked by a narrow 
right-of-way to a smaller lot on Muddy Pond. The area west of the house is primarily wooded. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In October 1893, Elizabeth A. Collins Dill (1818-1905), the widow of master mariner Freeman Dill (1814-82), sold a little more 
than seven acres on the west side of State Highway, roughly across from her farm, to her nephew George T. Dill for $100. Eight 
months later, Dill sold the same parcel to Herbert L. Knowles (1855-1904) for $104, and on the day after Christmas in 1894, 
“Herbert L. Knowles moved into his new house,” the Barnstable Patriot reported.’ The 2165 State Highway remained in the 
family until 1983. 


Herbert L. Knowles was a son of Josiah M. Knowles (1826-85) and his second wife Rebecca F. Knowles, daughter of William F. 
and Betsey Doane Knowles. He began his working life as a surf man at one of the nearby Life Savings Stations, and in 1881 he 
was working as a fisherman when he married Carrie K. Baker (1859-1939) of Orleans. The 1900 census lists the couple in this 
neighborhood with their son Arthur Herbert, born in 1883, and by then Herbert Knowles was farming. In 1902 the town taxed him 
on a house valued at $800, a barn at $250, ten hen houses and eight brooder houses together valued at $184, a wood house, a 
grain house, 357 chickens, a horse, and 17.5 acres. Son Arthur moved to Palmer by late 1902, where the Knowlses sometimes 
visited him. Herbert L. Knowles died in August 1904 at the age of forty-nine, but the 1905 map still attached his name to the 
2165 State Highway house. 


In 1910 the widowed Carrie K. Knowles was living in the house with two young boarders, one of them African American and both 
possibly state wards, but by 1920 son Arthur had returned to Eastham to live with his mother. In 1926 he married Mildred Dyke, 
who had been born in Boston and whose father George purchased 90 Samoset Road (EAS.66) in 1909; Mildred Dyke was of 
Eastham when she married Knowles. In 1929 and 1930 Carrie Knowles and her son and daughter-in-law were living at 2165 
State Highway, and Knowles was a farm worker. 


Carrie K. Baker Knowles died in 1939, and in 1940 the house was occupied by Arthur and Mildred Knowles. Arthur died in 1943, 
and Mildred Knowles remained at 2165 State Highway until she died in 1982; she subdivided the property in 1971 and sold an 
undeveloped parcel to George L. and Shirley B. Maharan of Vernon, Connecticut, in 1972. Mildred Knowles left the property to 
her niece Edith L. Wilson, the executor of her estate and the daughter of her married sister Julie E. Dyke Wilson and Warren 
Wilson. Edith, born in 1922, grew up on Nauset Road and by 1940 was living on Samoset Road with her widowed mother. 


1 Elizabeth A. Dill to George T. Dill, 26 October 1893, BCD 214:103; George T. Dill to Herbert L. Knowles, 6 June 1894, BCD 214:247; 
“Eastham,” Barnstable Patriot, 1 January 1895, 3. The June 1995 Massachusetts Historical Commission inventory form for 2165 State 
Highway states incorrectly that the property had earlier belonged to Thomas Knowles of Brockton and was sold at auction to George T. Dill in 
BCDC 214:287, but the four parcels transferred in this 1888 deed do not match the description of the parcel Dill sold to Knowles in 1894. 
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Wilson died in 1991, and the next year the executor of her estate sold 2165 State Highway and its 3.5-acre lot to James C. and 
Jane A. Rainey. They were the owners of record in 2020.2 
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? Robert D. Hall, executor will Edith L. Wilson, to James C. and Jane A. Rainey, 10 July 1992, BCD 8170:105. See Release of Estate Tax for 
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Mildred Knowles’s 1971 subdivision plan depicts 2165 State Highway on Lot 1 and preserved the 
house’s access of Muddy Pond (BCP 254:78). 


PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 
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